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To all priests serving overseas and believers around the world, Happy New Year 2024, 
the “Year of Further Progress in Shakubuku!” 

At the beginning of the new year, I sincerely pray for a peaceful world without war and 
for further progress in the spread of the true Law in all countries around the world. 

Last year, travel restrictions between Japan and other countries due to the COVID 
pandemic were finally lifted, and Hokkeko members around the world were freed from a 
three-year hiatus of coming on tozan pilgrimages. Overflowing with deep longing and 
yearning to worship the Dai-Gohonzon of the High Sanctuary of the Essential Teaching, 
overseas Hokkeko members joyfully participated in Commemorative Tozans Celebrating 
the 800th Anniversary of Nichiren Daishonin's Advent. Last year, approximately 8,300 
overseas believers attended tozan pilgrimages. 

On behalf of the Nichiren Shoshu Overseas Department, I believe that attending the 
Commemorative Tozans Celebrating the 800th Anniversary of the Advent of Nichiren 
Daishonin has given Hokkeko members around the world the conviction and courage to 
spread the true Law. I expect that conviction and courage to serve as the driving force that 
will propel us toward great progress in future worldwide propagation. 

Last year, shakubuku and tozan participation, which had been stagnant due to the 
COVID pandemic, made great progress. 

This will be an important year in which we must maintain this momentum and make 
further progress toward kosen-rufu. 

Nichiren Shoshu Head Office’s course of action for this significant year has been set as 
the “Year of Further Progress in Shakubuku.” 

How should we understand the meaning of the “Year of Further Progress in 
Shakubuku?” 

With merit and joy drawn from attending the General Tozans Celebrating the 800th 
Anniversary of the Advent of the Founder, Nichiren Daishonin, 2024 will be the year that 
all priests and lay believers work together to earnestly move forward with the shakubuku 
of refuting evil and revealing truth to achieve the great aspiration of kosen-rufu, the will 
of the Daishonin.  

As taught in the Rissho ankoku-ron, the human spirit, and the land are disturbed by the 
harmful influences caused by the slanders of erroneous doctrines and heretical sects, and 
the world is facing an anxious and uncertain future such as epidemics, natural disasters, 
violent crimes, and wars.  

It is essential for the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood and laity who believe in the 
Daishonin's Buddhism to strive forth in the advancement of kosen-rufu through the 
practice of shakubuku, no matter what, for the achievement of the Buddha land so that we 
can ensure people’s happiness and everlasting peace in the world through the prosperity 
of the true Law. 

Particularly in 2024, it is important for members to reach out to one another, increase 
active members, invigorate earnest faith, and tirelessly devote themselves to shakubuku 



and propagation, based on the solid unity between priests and lay believers and in the spirit 
of itai doshin, many in body, one in mind. 

Following the High Priest’s guidance and the directives from our guidance priests, let 
us build a solid structure for carrying out shakubuku activities in each Hokkeko chapter so 
that we can move forward with all our might toward achieving the goal of our shakubuku 
vows. 

Following the above yearly course of action, the Overseas Department has set the 
following as this year's action guides. These three guides are practical guiding principles 
forming the basis of our faith and practice. 

 
1. Promote Activities through Gongyo and Shodai 
2. Unite to put Shakubuku into Practice 
3. Participate in Tozan and Daily Activities to Help People Develop 

  
To further explain: 
 

1. Promote Activities through Gongyo and Shodai 
 

Morning and evening Gongyo are the basis of Buddhist practice, so schedule a 
set time and practice as a family every day without fail. 
In addition, the practice of Shodai stirs up our compassionate mind to help people 
and becomes the driving force for doing shakubuku, so it is an important part of our 
practice. 

Let us persevere in our daily Gongyo and Shodai, accumulate good fortune and 
merit, and devote ourselves to faith activities with a joyful heart. 
For our new members, please help them develop by encouraging them to receive the 
Gohonzon as soon as possible. In addition, members who do not have the Gohonzon 
yet should visit the temple and do Gongyo and Shodai. 
 

2. Unite to put Shakubuku into Practice 
 

Shakubuku is a precious mission given to Nichiren Shoshu priests and lay 
believers by the Daishonin. Therefore, it is important for the chapter to unite in itai 
doshin and work together on shakubuku, encouraging each other so that all members 
can practice and enjoy its merits. 

When doing shakubuku, let us powerfully explain that slander is the cause of 
unhappiness and that the Daishonin's Buddhism is the teaching that will lead to true 
happiness. 

To achieve the yearly shakubuku goal, it is important to set weekly and monthly 
goals, make a concrete activity plan, chant Daimoku with our fellow Hokkeko 
members, and steadily work on shakubuku. 

Above all, let's keep in mind that we must, “move to do shakubuku” and practice 
it every day. 

 
3. Participate in Tozan and Daily Activities to Help People Develop 

 



Chapter General Tozans will resume in 2024. The significance of Chapter 
General Tozans is that all Hokkeko members can go to the Head Temple to have an 
audience with the Dai-Gohonzon of the High Sanctuary of the Essential Teaching, 
the ultimate purpose of the Daishonin’s advent, and the place where the High Priest 
resides, so that we can pray for the eradication of our karmic offenses since time 
without beginning and accumulate immeasurable fortune. 

Our local temple is a training place for our faith and practice. To correctly 
practice the Daishonin's teachings, it is important to attend the monthly Oko 
Ceremony to repay our debt of gratitude and regularly attend Kosen-rufu Shodai and 
other ceremonies and meetings to solidify the unity of our members and deepen our 
faith through our experiences.  

Chapter General Tozans and temple visits are important Buddhist practices 
essential for our development in faith. Please discuss ideas and plans at officer’s 
meetings to increase the number of participants in our temple activities, encouraging 
members to visit the temple with our bright smiles. 

Furthermore, if you live in an area far away from a temple, it is important to 
always keep in touch with your fellow members through local meetings and social 
media, etc. 

 
Let's apply the guidelines of the “2024 Course of Action” and the “2024 Three Action 

Guides” in our daily lives and start making plans for faith activities throughout the year.  
During last year’s Airing of the Sacred Scrolls Ceremony, High Priest Nichinyo Shonin 

quoted the Gosho “The Tripitaka Master Shan Wu Wei,” and then gave us the following 
guidance: 

 
As we see the current state of society permeated by impurities and evils indicating 

the state of the Latter Day of the Law, where numerous heretical doctrines and 
heretical sects roam rampant, causing unhappiness, confusion, and suffering, now is 
the time for us to resolutely do the shakubuku of refuting evil and revealing the truth, 
in the spirit of itai doshin, many in body, one in mind, and in solid unity. 

Now as we celebrate the 800th Anniversary of the Advent of the Founder Nichiren 
Daishonin, Nichiren Shoshu is holding commemorative general tozans. At this time, 
it is important for each one of us to possess firm faith, awareness, and honor as 
disciples and followers of the True Buddha, Nichiren Daishonin, as we resolutely do 
shakubuku, pushing aside any obstacles that may arise, and thereby repaying our great 
debt of gratitude toward the vast and boundless benevolence of the Buddha. 

（Dainichiren, No. 927, p. 19） 
 

To all the priests and believers who are carrying out propagation activities of the true 
Law all over the world, our world is truly in chaos, with wars, epidemics, and false 
religions rampant in many places. Given the current situation, now is the time for us who 
embrace and practice the true teachings of Nichiren Daishonin to move forward with the 
practice of shakubuku and take action with the aim of bringing forth a true Buddha land. 
No matter what obstacles may come up, let us solemnly move forward in spreading the 
true Law. 



Dear guidance priests and believers all over the world, as we enter the new year, I ask 
that you strengthen the unity of itai doshin with a renewed spirit and work towards the 
propagation of the true Law. 

I would like to conclude my New Year's greetings by sincerely praying for everyone’s 
happiness, for peace to prevail, and for the further progress of kosen-rufu in your 
respective countries. 
 


