
   As we welcome the New 
Year, the 768th year since the 
establishment of 
Nichiren 
Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, I am very 
pleased that Mr. 
Koichiro Hoshino, 
the Dai-Koto of the 
Hokkeko organiza-
tion and chairper-
son of the Hokkeko 
Federation, along 
with all Nichiren 
Shoshu believers 
throughout the 
world, are greeting 
the New Year in a 
spirit of renewal. 

   As the Sixty-
seventh High Priest Nikken 
Shonin passed away last year, 

all priests and lay believers of 
Nichiren Shoshu deeply grieve 

over his demise. The late Nik-
ken Shonin frequently gave 

guidance for nurturing and de-
veloping all Nichiren Shoshu 

believers and the 
Hokkeko organiza-
tion over the long 
period of 27 years, 
when Nichiren 
Shoshu was in a 
time of upheaval. 
All of us sincerely 
and respectfully 
offer our deepest 
gratitude to the late 
Nikken Shonin for 
his vast virtues. 

   The slogan for 
this year is, “The 
Year of Achieving 
Our Shakubuku 
Goal.” It is the 

year in which all Nichiren 
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Gosho Quote for January 2020 
 

Reply to Hyo’e-sakan  

(Hyo’e sakan dono-gohenji) 
 

Changes certainly occur when the high tide yields to low tide, when the moon 
rises and sets, when summer gives way to autumn, or winter turns to spring. 
The same is true when a common mortal attains Buddhahood. At a critical 
moment, he definitely will encounter the three obstacles and four devils. The 
wise will rejoice, while the foolish will retreat. 

 (Gosho, p. 1184) 
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Shoshu believers and Hokkeko 
chapters must complete their 
shakubuku goal for our objec-
tive—achieving a membership 
of 800,000 Hokkeko believers 
by the 800th anniversary of the 
advent of our Founder, 
Nichiren Daishonin. Thus they 
should unite with each 
other in the spirit of itai 
doshin, overcome any 
obstacles, and definitely 
accomplish this objec-
tive, which they pledged 
to achieve in front of the 
Gohonzon. 

   Nichiren Daishonin 
states the following in 
On the Buddha’s Be-
havior (Shuju onfurumai
-gosho): 

   In the more than two 
thousand two hundred 
and twenty years since 
the Buddha’s passing, 
not even the likes of 
Mahakashyapa, Anan-
da, Ashvaghosha, Na-
garjuna, Nanyue, 
Tiantai, Miaole, and 
Dengyo have propagat-
ed Myoho-Renge-Kyo. 
The five characters of Myoho
-Renge-Kyo are the core of 
the Lotus Sutra and the 
origin of all Buddhas 
throughout the entire world. 
Upon seeing the signs that 
these five characters now 
must be propagated, I, 
Nichiren have set the prece-
dent, today, at the beginning 
of the Latter Day of the Law. 
My disciples, you must follow 

one after another and be-
come greater than Maha-
kashyapa or Ananda and, 
moreover, surpass even the 
Great Teacher Tiantai or 
Dengyo. If you are afraid of 
threats by the authorities of 
this tiny island, what will you 
do if you should be repri-
manded by King Emma 

[after your life ends]? I de-
clare that those who call 
themselves the Buddha’s en-
voys but who are frightened 
by such threats should con-
sider themselves to be inferi-
or believers. (Gosho, p. 1057) 

   As we respectfully read this 
Gosho passage, we must re-
member Nichiren Daishonin’s 
behavior of propagating the 

Law while enduring persecu-
tions, carrying out the practice 
based on the spirit of “one’s 
life is insignificant while the 
Law is supreme. You should 
be willing to give your life to 
propagate the Law.” We surely 
must accomplish the objective 
of achieving a membership of 
800,000 Hokkeko believers, no 

matter what obstacle 
may occur. This is be-
cause our objective will 
be truly precious and 
beneficial to us, only 
when we actually 
achieve it. 

   Nichiren Daishonin 
also preaches in The 
Opening of the Eyes 
(Kaimoku-sho) as fol-
lows: 

   Those with weak faith 
always forget what they 
have promised when 
the crucial moment 
comes.  (Gosho, p. 574)  

   Whether we are able to 
joyfully report the 
achievement of our 
shakubuku goal to the 
Gohonzon, or fail to ac-
complish it and be 
judged as “those with 

weak faith,” all depends on our 
upcoming struggles and ef-
forts. I would like to conclude 
my New Year’s address with 
my heartfelt hope that all 
Nichiren Shoshu believers in 
every Hokkeko chapter will 
keep this in mind, advance in 
practice more than ever, and 
accomplish our shakubuku 
goal without fail. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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   To all Nichiren Shoshu priests and 
Hokkeko members throughout the 
world: Happy New Year 2020! 

   On this first day of the year, I ex-
tend my sincere New Year’s greet-
ings to all of you, and I pray whole-
heartedly for the peace and advance-
ment of kosen-rufu in each country. 

   The passing of the former High 
Priest Nikken Shonin last year 
brought deep sorrow to all priests and 
lay believers of Nichiren Shoshu. 
However, the plans for kosen-rufu for 
the eternal future set by Nikken 
Shonin were inherited by the current 
High Priest Nichinyo Shonin, and 
Nichiren Shoshu is now advancing 
forward again. 

   The late High Priest Nikken Shonin 
visited many countries, strongly pio-
neered worldwide propagation by 
Nichiren Shoshu, and gave hope, 
courage and conviction for the 
achievement of kosen-rufu. The pre-
sent High Priest Nichinyo Shonin is 

furthermore proceeding 
with the plans of the late 
High Priest Nikken 
Shonin, continuing the 
wide stream of the propa-
gation of true Buddhism, 
which is certain to spread 
in each country. 

   Nichiren Daishonin 
states the following in On 
Rice and Grains (Beikoku
-gosho): 

   I entrust you with the 
responsibility of propa-
gating true Buddhism in 
your province. The seeds 
of Buddhahood can 
sprout in response to a 
particular karmic rela-
tion. (Gosho, p. 1242) 

   In order to repay their 
debts of gratitude for the 
compassion of the High Priests, the 
Hokkeko believers in each country 
are devotedly practicing for the 

achievement of kosen-
rufu in each country, 
where they have been en-
trusted by Nichinyo 
Shonin and Nikken 
Shonin to propagate true 
Buddhism. 

   There are many obsta-
cles toward advancing 
kosen-rufu throughout the 
entire world. We some-
times may face danger. 
But even under such an 
adversity, the Hokkeko 
believers all over the 
world, with absolute faith 
in the benefits of the Dai-
Gohonzon, are advancing 
in practice earnestly every 
day, in order to accom-
plish their shakubuku 
goals, based on the golden 
words, “The seeds of 

Buddhahood can sprout in response 
to a particular karmic relation.” 

   This year is the final stage toward 
achieving a membership of 800,000 
Hokkeko believers. Originally, our 
High Priest Nichinyo Shonin gave us 
the objective, “to achieve a member-
ship of 800,000 Hokkeko believers 
by the year 2021, when we will be 
celebrating the auspicious occasion of 
the 800th anniversary of the advent of 
our Founder, Nichiren Daishonin.” 

   Since then, the Hokkeko members 
all over the world set their shakubuku 
goals, planed shakubuku activities 
yearly, monthly, and daily in detail, 
and took action, with unity between 
priests and lay believers in each 
Hokkeko chapter, aiming toward the 
accomplishment of the objective giv-
en by the High Priest. 

   This is the final year of our practice 
toward the objective for 2021. I 
would like to ask everyone in each 

(Continued on page 4) 
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New Year’s Address By Rev. Gyoyu Urushibata (continued) 

country to renew your determination 
to achieve the shakubuku goal this 
year, and strive forth, in order to ac-
complish the shakubuku goals for 
2021. 

   The Nichiren Shoshu Head Office 
set the slogan for this year as, “The 
Year of Achieving Our Shakubuku 
Goal.” I would like to discuss the 
meaning of this slogan. The objective 
of achieving a membership of 800,000 
Hokkeko believers shall be accom-
plished by the 31st day of December 
in 2020, as it was set at the beginning. 

This date is the deadline for accom-
plishing the objective. Thus, all organ-
izations of every country, with unity 
between priesthood and laity and in 
the spirit of itai doshin, must earnestly 
carry out shakubuku with 
strong determination and 
achieve the objective in both 
name and reality. This is the 
meaning of the slogan, “The 
Year of Achieving Our 
Shakubuku Goal.” 

   Relative to this, the Over-
seas Department proposes the 
following three practical 
points for overseas believers:  

   Take actions based on the 
joy arisin from conducting 
daily Gongyo and Shodai. 

   Advance kosen-rufu through 
shakubuku based on the spirit 
of itai doshin. 

   Develop your faith and prac-
tice through consistent attend-
ance at the monthly Oko Cere-
mony and going on tozan pil-
grimages. 

1: Take actions based on the 
joy arising from conducting 
daily Gongyo and Shodai. 

   Conducting Gongyo and 
Shodai constitute our basic 

practice as 
Hokkeko 
believers of 
Nichiren 
Shoshu. 
This is the 
source of benefits. 
Through this prac-
tice, our life force 
naturally arises from 
within our life, mak-
ing our daily life 
fruitful. 

   The world today is 
filled with turmoil, such as racial dis-
crimination, poverty, and conflicts 
between various religions. In such a 
chaotic situation in the world today, 
we can gain the strong power to over-
come difficulties, lift our state of life, 

and open up a life of happiness by 
conducting Gongyo and Shodai. With 
this conviction, let us do Gongyo and 
Shodai every day. 

2: Advance kosen-rufu through 
shakubuku based on the spirit of 
itai doshin. 

   First and foremost, it is necessary for 
the priests and lay believers to unite in 
the spirit of itai doshin, in order to 
achieve our shakubuku goals. 

   If all members of the Hokkeko chap-
ter work together, put shakubuku into 

action, and steadily conduct 
activities in practice, such as 
home visitations to develop the 
faith and practice of fellow 
members, then the path toward 
kosen-rufu will open, and prop-
agation of true Buddhism will 
move forward. 

3: Develop your faith and 
practice through consistent 
attendance at the monthly 
Oko Ceremony and going on 
tozan pilgrimages. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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New Year’s Address By Rev. Gyoyu Urushibata (continued) 

   The Oko ceremony officiated every 
second Sunday is the ceremony for us 
to repay our vast debt of gratitude due 
to the three treasures: the Buddha, the 
Law, and the priesthood, while we 
eradicate our negative karma and re-
new our pledge to carry out shakubu-
ku. 

   The benefits through attending the 
Oko Ceremony give us energy and 
peace of mind, so that we are able to 
live our daily lives in peace. The Oko 
Ceremony also is the important occa-
sion to listen to the lecture of the guid-
ing priest and learn the teachings of 
Nichiren Shoshu.  

   Furthermore, the practice of going 
on tozan pilgrimages to Head Temple 
Taisekiji is the foundation of faith for 
Nichiren Shoshu believers. 

   The Head Temple is our principle 
sacred ground where the Dai-
Gohonzon of the High Sanctuary of 
the Essential Teaching, which is the 
very life of Nichiren Daishonin, is 
strictly protected. It is also the place 
where the High Priest resides, protect-
ing the linage of the Lifeblood Herit-
age of the Law, leading us to the at-
tainment of Buddhahood. 

   When our life is puri-
fied by the magnificent 
environment and pure air 
of the Head Temple 
through going on tozan, 
our negative karma from 
slander against the Law 
since time without 
beginning is eradicated. 
Both our body and heart 
are purified and the 
determination to 
propagate surely will 
well up in our life, 
together with huge 
benefits. 

   We also should 
understand that all the 
tozans, including the tozan for 
representative members, the summer 
study tozan for overseas believers, 
personal tozan, and tozans for the new 
members are essential activities for 
improving the organization of the 
Hokkeko chapter and fostering the full
-fledged believers who shoulder kosen
-rufu. 

   I wish for all the priests and 
Hokkeko members to please under-
stand the significance of the slogan for 
2020, “The Year of Achieving Our 
Shakubuku Goal,” while compre-

hending the meanings of 
the three practical points. 
Then please willingly join 
all activities of faith and 
practice, and take action to 
courageously strive forth 
for the achievement of 
kosen-rufu. 

   High Priest Nichinyo 
Shonin gave guidance on 
the passing of the late 
High Priest Nikken 
Shonin as follows: 

   It is most essential that 
all of us, based on unity 
between the priesthood 
and laity in the spirit of 

itai doshin, further devote ourselves 
to our practice for oneself and oth-
ers, in order to repay the boundless 
debts of gratitude we owe to the late 
High Priest Nikken Shonin. 
(Summarized) 

   In order to repay our vast debts of 
gratitude for Nikken Shonin, and to 
repay our gratitude for the compassion 
of Nichinyo Shonin, let us dedicate 
ourselves to practicing together. 

   I ask all the Nichiren Shoshu priests 
and lay believers, please etch this 
guidance of High Priest Nichinyo 
Shonin into your heart. Furthermore, I 
would like to ask that you again make 
the resolution to earnestly propagate 
true Buddhism, in the solid unity of 
itai doshin, in order to achieve true 
peace in this world, which is now 
filled with the five impurities, and es-
tablish the Buddha land. 

   I would like to conclude my New 
Year’s address by praying from the 
bottom of my heart for the happiness 
of each one of you, and for the peace 
and advancement of the propagation 
of the true Law in your country. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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MYOSETSUJI  TEMPLE 

143-63 Beech Ave. Flushing, NY 11355 

Rev. Shinga Takikawa, Chief Priest 
Rev. Gyoho Mitani, Assistant Priest 

S U B S C R I B E  TO  T H E  

N I C H I R EN  S H O S H U  M O N T H LY  M AG A Z I N E  TO DAY !  

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  

AT  O U R  N E W  

W E B S I T E :  

W W W . N S T N Y . O RG  

MYOSETSUJI    

TEMPLE  

 

143-63 Beech Ave. 

(Entrance on  

Parsons Blvd.) 

Flushing, NY 11355 

Please send subscriptions to: Nichiren Shoshu Temple

143-63 Beech Avenue

Flushing, NY 11355

United States: 3 mos. ($9.00) 6 mos. ($18.00) 12 mos. ($36.00) 

Canada: 3 mos. ($18.25) 6 mos. ($36.50) 12 mos. ($73.00)

International: 3 mos. ($27.00) 6 mos. ($54.00) 12 mos. ($108.00)

NICHIREN SHOSHU MONTHLY Subscription Form

Please make checks or money orders payable to: Nichiren Shoshu Temple

Please check one:

Name

Address

City                                                                                  State                     Zip

Email


